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Johnson's Johnson ought to have ,1 pension.    When I spoke 'feelings Of this to Lord Loughborough, wishing to know if frrantof ^e'reco^ecte<i trle prime mover in tlie business, he nis pen- sa'd, "All his friends assisted: " and when I told sion him that Mr: Sheridan strenuously asserted his claim to it, his Lordship said, " He rang the bell."   And it is but .just to add, that Mr. Sheridan told me, < that when he communicated to Dr. Johnson that a pension was to be granted him, he replied in a fervour of gratitude, " The English language does not afford me terms adequate to my feelings on  this occasion.   I must have recourse to the French.    I am penetre with his Majesty's goodness."    When I repeated this to Dr. Johnson, he did not contradict it.
His definitions of fensian and pensioner, partly founded on the satirical verses of Pope, which he quotes, may be generally true; and yet every body must allow, that there maybe, and have been, instances of pensions given; land- received upon liberal and honourable' terms. ..Truteythenj it is clear, that there was riothing inconsistent or humiliating in Johnson's accepting of a pension so unconditionally and so honourably offered to him.
But I shall not detain my readers longer by any words of my own, on a subject on which I am happily enabled, by the favour of the Earl of Bute, to present them with what Johnson himself wrote j his lordship having been pleased to communicate to me a copy of the following letter to his late father, which does great honour both to: the writer, and to the noble person to whom it is addressed :